A further material consideration in terms of the Housing Target, housing distribution and site
allocations is the requirement for SANG provision, as required by the Inspector in her advice to EFDC
dated 2 August 2019.
In North Weald Bassett there is a specific requirement for a SANG. This can be provided on the Ongar
Park Estate which comprised 190 hectares (500 acres) to the east of that settlement on land which
adjoins the settlement and is, in part, on previously developed land.
The Ongar Park Estate can far exceed the Inspector's expectations for a SANG in every respect, but
EFDC refuses to engage with Peer Group to discuss that opportunity. Instead, the Council is seeking
to pursue a SANG on land that is wholly unsuitable and inferior for that purpose, adjacent to the
airfield and in close proximity to the M11. The Council itself, shown at Appendix 3 paragraph 1.30 of
its Green Infrastructure Strategy (2019), identify that the minimum requirements for a SANG are:
"SANG needs to reproduce the quality of the experience that a visit to the Epping Forest would provide,
so an air of wildness, even when there are significant numbers of visitors on site is important.
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The Council also identifies;
"A SANG must be free from unpleasant intrusions which would detract from its attractiveness as a
place to visit.
11

The Council is therefore (1) failing to apply its own requirements for a SANG and (2) refusing to even
consider the reasonable alternatives.
A further copy of the SANG brochure that Peer Group prepared and submitted to the Council earlier
this year is attached to this representation. We trust the Inspector will find time to consider the SANG
being offered by Peer Group in North Weald Bassett and will guide the Council to explore this
opportunity objectively and constructively in her next advice note to the Council.
From the above, I hope the Inspector will appreciate that the latest consideration of the ONS
population and household projections is just one element of a larger problem with the EFDC Local
Plan. The submitted Plan should not be found sound until the unnecessary adverse impacts on the
Epping Forest SAC are resolved and the SANG requirement is North Weald Bassett is delivered in the
most suitable way.
With kind regards
Yours sincerely

Howard Dawson
Managing Director

