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CHAPTER 1- INTRODUCTION

1.0 The audit process, described in this draft report, is designed to generate
comparative information on different sites across the district for the following
purposes:
-

to provide an overview of the quality and value of spaces and facilities
within each of the district’s parishes;

-

to influence the production of new planning policies essential in
determining planning applications, guiding new development and
resolving conflicts of demand or use; and

-

to enable the Council to demonstrate a continuous improvement in the
quality of open spaces, sport and recreational facilities in its district.

1.1 It is believed that all areas of open space, formal recreational space, and
sports facilities have been identified by the audit. These have been surveyed
and assessed, and conclusions reached on their value to the local community
and the environment of the district.
1.2 For convenience the audit is split into the following categories, although it is
recognised that some of these allow for a range of uses:
-

allotments (AT);
cemeteries and graveyards (CG);
formal playing pitches (FP);
alternative sites for sport (AS) ;
informal recreation grounds (RG);
children’s playgrounds (CY);
indoor facilities for high levels of use (IF);
community centres and village halls (CV);
managed open space with public access (MO);
semi-natural open space and woodland with public access (SO);
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CHAPTER 2 – ALLOTMENTS

Site
Number

Site Name

Address

Area
(Hectares)

Ownership

AT1

Roydon Village
Allotments

Harlow Road, Roydon

0.87

Roydon Parish
Council

AT2

Broadley Common
Allotment

Common Road, Broadley
Common

1.05

Privately Owned

ROYDON VILLAGE ALLOTMENTS (AT1)
2.0 Situated towards the centre of Roydon, vehicular access to this allotment is
possible via a dirt track which runs southwards from Harlow Road to the north
of the site. Pedestrian access to the allotment is also available to the east of
the site where users can take the hard surfaced footpath which runs from
Epping Road. This leads directly into Roydon playing fields (FP1) across
which, to the east, sits the allotment itself. Directly to the north of the allotment
is a gravel surfaced car park large enough for approximately 20 cars. This car
park also serves the adjacent playing fields.
2.1 The perimeter of the site is made up of a combination of wooden fencing and
medium sized hedgerows with one entrance available to the north. Access is
also available elsewhere, particularly along the western perimeter through a
number of gaps in the hedgerow. The northern entrance, located next to a
litter bin, comprises a well signed large metal gateway which can be accessed
directly from the car park. This metal gateway allows allotment users the
option of parking their vehicles within the site should they wish to, although
the vehicular path which runs between both entrances is not hard surfaced
and there are no designated areas for vehicles to be parked.
2.2 To the west of the allotment one gap in particular is large enough to allow
vehicular access into the site. Whilst this is strictly not permitted, the gap did
enable access for the vehicles which were used to build the children’s
playground situated in the adjacent recreation ground. This main gap and all
the smaller spaces in the hedgerow will all be secured through the purchase
of wooden fencing which is likely to be installed in summer 2010. The
allotment appears to be slightly underused, however this is a significant
improvement on the previous when approximately only a quarter of the site
currently in use. The last remainder of the allotment is left to semi-managed
grassland and is cut once a year in line with wild flower practice and therefore
very much adds to the overall visual appearance of the site. The allotment
furthermore is clean, tidy and free of any litter.
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Roydon Village Allotment, Site AT1
BROADLEY COMMON ALLOTMENT (AT2)
2.3 Located to the south east of the parish and accessible from Common Road,
this is a very secluded site which is well hidden from the roadside. Inside
however, the allotment is rather open in nature with the perimeter of
hedgerows, which act as a screen from the roadside view to the west,
decreasing in size thereby allowing for views out into the open countryside to
the south and towards some of the homes of Broadley Common to the north.
The perimeter of hedgerows dramatically increases in size as it reaches the
east of the site where it is made up of a variety of fairly large trees and shrubs
which screen the allotment from view to the east.
2.4 A single gated entrance is the only way into the allotment and this is located
to the west of the site. This entrance is well screened from the road which
makes detection of the site difficult and therefore there is no trouble with
vandalism at the site. There is, however, the potential danger of site users
getting in and out of the allotment as visibility on Common Road is severely
restricted.
2.5 From the main entrance, a dirt track leads into the site until it reaches a
number of sheds which are used in relation to the keeping of the plots on the
allotment. The sheds are in a good condition, however it is not clear how
frequently they are used. Only half of the site appears to be in use for
allotments, with the remainder left as informal grass space. This space, in
keeping with the rest of the site is well maintained and pleasant in
appearance.
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Broadley Common Allotment, Site AT2
ISSUES AND QUESTIONS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Roydon Village Allotment (AT1) lacks a secure perimeter and entrance
way.
The entrance to Broadley Common Allotment (AT2) is particularly
dangerous for site users to access and leave from and should therefore
be made more visible from the roadside.
Both sites appear to be clean, tidy and free from any obvious
vandalism.
There is a lack of any proper parking facilities on Broadley Common
Allotment (AT2).
A substantial number of plots have recently been allocated within the
parish.
Roydon Parish Council believes there to be sufficient levels of
allotment provision in the parish currently given that roughly half the
plots at Broadley Common are unused.
There is no specific allotment provision for those with limited mobility
however most parishes do not provide for this.
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CHAPTER 3 - CEMETERIES AND GRAVEYARDS
Site
Number

Site Name

Address

Area
(Hectares)

Ownership

CG1

St Peter’s Church

High Street, Roydon

0.52

Diocese of
Chelmsford

CG2

Roydon United Reform
Church

Harlow Road

0.14

Diocese of
Brentwood

St Peter’s Church, Site CG1
ST PETER’S CHURCH (CG1)
3.0 Comprising of a large church with adjoining church hall and set in L-shaped
grounds which are very well kept, clean and free of any litter or vandalism,
this is an attractive site which is located to the west of the High Street. Along
the eastern boundary, the site is very open in nature whilst the remainder is
screened by a perimeter of hedgerows and large trees which very much add
to the overall visual amenity of the site.
3.1 Two main entrances into the churchyard are located to the south east corner
of the site. The more southerly of the two entrances leads directly into a
gravel surfaced car park, big enough for approximately 15 vehicles and
situated adjacent to the south of the church hall building. Just to the north of
this entrance, a second hard surfaced pathway leads directly into the built
section between the church hall and church itself. An attractive wooden lynch
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gateway is located on this pathway whilst just to the south of this between the
two entrances is a wooden sign which is in good condition.
3.2 Moving west towards the back of the churchyard, the site is dominated by a
variety of large trees. These overlook the site and place much of it in shade.
To the west of this initial rectangular shaped site a wooden footbridge crosses
over a small stream and leads into another rectangular section of burial
grounds, again dominated by attractive trees and shrubbery. These two
rectangular areas give the site its distinctive L-shape.
3.3 One issue to be raised with the site here regards its accessibility. That there
are no hard surfaced footpaths leading beyond the main entrances into the
church and church hall. Site users therefore have to walk across the grass to
reach the westerly parts of the churchyard and this may be difficult for those
members of the public who are less mobile. Wooden seating and some litter
bins can be found throughout the site. The site is clean and tidy and has a
pleasant setting.

Roydon United Reformed Church, Site CG2

ROYDON UNITED REFORMED CHURCH (CG2)
3.4 Situated to the south of Harlow Road, this site is predominantly made up of an
area of green burial space with a small modern church located in the north
eastern corner. To the north western corner a hard surfaced track leads
directly from Harlow Road along the western perimeter and into a hard
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surfaced car park large enough for 15-20 vehicles forming the south of the
site. This car park is screened from external view by hedgerows and large
trees to the west. Similarly the area of green burial space which makes up the
vast majority of the site is also screened from view by further perimeter
hedgerows.
3.5 Access to the church is possible via two hard surfaced paths, one from the
south of the churchyard and one from the north western corner next to the
roadside access for the car park. Both of these entrances are well gated
whilst adequate signage can be found to the north of the churchyard facing
the roadside. Whilst the sites small scale reduces the need for any seating or
litter bins, it is nevertheless pleasing to the eye and is clearly maintained to a
high level.
ISSUES AND QUESTIONS
•
•
•
•
•

Both sites are located within Roydon village to the north of the parish.
Is there demand for a site of this type to the south of the parish,
particularly within Broadley Common?
The accessibility of St Peter’s Church (CG1) could be improved by the
provision of further hard surfaced paths beyond the main entrances to
the church and church hall.
Both sites are very well maintained.
Both sites provide adequate amounts of seating, signage and litter
bins.
Both sites provide appropriate levels of well surfaced car parking.
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CHAPTER 4 – FORMAL PLAYING PITCHES

Site
Number

Site Name

Address

Area
(Hectares)

Ownership

FP1

Roydon Playing Fields

Epping Road, Roydon

3.62

Roydon Parish
Council

Roydon Playing Fields, Site FP1
ROYDON PLAYING FIELDS (FP1)
4.0 Situated at the centre of Roydon village towards the north of the parish, this
site features a wide range of facilities including a seasonal cricket pitch and
football pitches, two hard surfaced tennis courts and a children’s playground.
The site is accessible from two separate entrances. The first entrance is a
small public footpath which leads into the site from Epping Road to the west of
the playing fields. The second entrance is made up of a wider hard surfaced
track which leads into the site from the point where Epping Road becomes
Harlow Road to the north east of the playing fields. This hard surfaced track
leads into a gravel surfaced car park large enough for approximately 20
vehicles. The car park is used by visitors to the playing fields and members of
the public who own plots in the allotment gardens adjacent to the east.
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4.1 With the exception of where the playing fields adjoin these allotment gardens,
the sites perimeter is entirely made up of large shrubs and trees which help to
create a strong inward and secluded feel. The playing fields are separated
from the allotments by a smaller perimeter hedgerow that has a significant
number of gaps in it and which therefore allows people to easily pass between
the two sites. A small dilapidated wooden shed used to house football
equipment can be found to the west of the playing fields close to the
pedestrian entrance found here. This is highly unattractive and should either
be renovated or removed.
4.2 Two hard surfaced tennis courts are located to the south west corner of the
site, and these are in very good condition. Just to the east of the tennis courts
is a children’s playground (CY1) whilst adjacent to the south is a fenced off
hard surfaced area suitable for a variety of sports including football and
basketball. Both of these facilities are very new having only been built in
summer 2008. Towards the centre of the playing fields is a clubhouse which is
used by the local cricket team in the summer and the local football team in the
winter. To the east of the clubhouse are cricket and football pitches which in
conjunction with the rest of the site are very well maintained and in excellent
condition.
4.3 Adequate seating, litter bins and dog waste bins are situated where
necessary. However the signage at the entrance into the site to the north east
is worn and only partially legible and is therefore in need of repair or
replacement. The site lacks any hard surfaced footpaths making access
harder for those less mobile members of the public, particularly during the
colder, wetter times of the year.
ISSUES AND QUESTIONS
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This is the only facility in the parish which offers formal playing pitches.
A small proportion of the site is currently unused for any pitch sports
and is instead readily available as an area of informal recreation.
When not in use for pitch sports, the remainder of the site can also be
used for informal recreation.
A good range of other facilities can also be found on the site including
tennis courts, hard surfaced court area and a children’s playground
(CY1).
The small run down shed to the west of the Roydon Playing Fields
(FP1) should either be renovated or removed as it detracts from the
overall appearance of the playing fields.
The lack any hard surfaced pathways is an issue for Roydon Playing
Fields (FP1) given that it is likely to be visited by disabled persons.
The perimeter hedgerow between Roydon Playing Fields (FP1) and
Roydon Village Allotments (AT1) has a number of gaps within it
allowing free access between the sites.
Roydon Parish Council intend to introduce a new wooden fence
perimeter between these sites this year in order to address this issue
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•
•

The signage by the entrance to the north east corner of Roydon
Playing Fields (FP1) is only partially legible and is therefore in need of
repair or replacement.
Roydon Parish Council has not indicated a current demand for
provision of further sites of this type within the parish.
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CHAPTER 5 – ALTERNATIVE SITES FOR SPORT
ISSUES AND QUESTIONS
•
•
•
•

There are no sites within the parish which are specifically alternative
sites for sport.
A hard court area and two tennis courts however are available within
Roydon Playing Fields (FP1)
Given its very rural nature and small local population, Roydon Parish
Council does not indicate a demand for the provision of any new
alternative sites for sport within the parish.
Residents wishing to use sites of this type of open space will need
access to their own vehicles or public transport to travel to the
neighbouring areas including Harlow and Hoddesdon, just across the
district border, where such facilities are located.
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CHAPTER 6 – INFORMAL RECREATION GROUNDS

Site
Number

Site Name

Address

Area
(Hectares)

Ownership

RG1

Broadley Common
Recreation Ground

Common Road, Broadley
Common

0.80

Roydon Parish
Council

Broadley Common Recreation Ground, Site RG1
BROADLEY COMMON RECREATION GROUND (RG1)
6.0 Situated adjacent to the south of Broadley Common Allotment (AT2), this
recreation ground is made up entirely of grass land and unlike most other
recreation grounds does not contain any formal facilities. Nether-the-less
this is still an important piece of open space which is bordered on three
sides by neat hedgerows and larger trees and shrubs along its northern
perimeter. The site is accessible via a wooden gated entrance, including a
wooden kissing gate, off Common Road to the west of the site. A small
area of gravel in front of this gateway forms a makeshift car park large
enough for a few cars. This car park is often used by users of the
neighbouring allotment. The site appears to be very well maintained and is
free of any visible litter or vandalism.
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ISSUES AND QUESTIONS
•
•
•
•

This is the only dedicated facility of its type within the parish.
Roydon Playing Fields (FP1) does offer a small amount of informal
recreation space, which increases when the formal playing fields are
not in use.
The site is clean, tidy, well maintained and free from any vandalism
although it does not contain any facilities.
Given its very rural nature and small local population, the Parish
Council has not indicated a local demand for provision of further sites
of this type within the parish.
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CHAPTER 7 – CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUNDS
Site
Number

Site Name

Address

Area
(Hectares)

Ownership

CY1

Roydon Playing Fields
Playground

Epping Road, Roydon

0.04

Roydon Parish
Council

ROYDON PLAYING FIELDS PLAYGROUND (CY1)
7.0 Situated to the west of the Roydon playing fields (FP1), this playground offers
a good range of children’s facilities which are all in good condition. The site is
secured by a wooden perimeter fence with two metal gates to the west and
east of the site allowing access for both maintenance vehicles and
pedestrians respectively. One minor issue regards the site surfacing which is
entirely made up of wood chippings.
7.1 Whilst wood chippings are preferable to grass, this type of surfacing does
however make the playground more difficult to access for pushchair users and
those who are less mobile. The site offers adequate amounts of seating and
litter bins. However there is no signage located throughout the site whilst
there is also evidence of significant amounts of graffiti on some of the
children’s facilities which will need to be removed. The lack of any hard
surfaced footpaths leading up to the site may make access more difficult
during colder, wetter times of the year, particularly for those people with
pushchairs or who are less mobile.

Roydon Playing Fields Playground, Site CY1
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ISSUES AND QUESTIONS
•
•
•
•
•
•

This is the only playground located within the parish.
The site is clean and tidy and offers a good range of children’s facilities
which are all well maintained.
The site is secure and offers adequate provision of seating and litter
bins.
There are no signs located on the site whilst there is evidence of
graffiti.
The wood chip surfacing within the site potentially makes it less
accessible to those with pushchairs or who are less mobile.
The lack of any hard surfaced footpaths leading up to the site may
make access more difficult during colder, wetter times of the year,
particularly for those people with pushchairs or who are less mobile.
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CHAPTER 8 - INDOOR FACILITIES FOR HIGH LEVELS OF USE
ISSUES AND QUESTIONS
•
•
•
•

There are no indoor facilities for high levels of use within Roydon.
The Parish Council has indicated that there is no demand for a facility of
this type within the parish given its rural nature and small local
population.
Such a facility would require large turnover in terms of use in order for it
to be profitable and would not be sustainable if situated in such a rural
location.
Those residents wishing to access indoor facilities for high levels of use
will need access to personal transportation or local public transport to
reach neighbouring areas such as Harlow and Hoddesdon just across
the district border where such facilities are provided.
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CHAPTER 9 – COMMUNITY CENTRES AND VILLAGE HALLS

Site
Number

Site Name

Address

Area
(Hectares)

CV1

St Christopher’s Hall

Dobbs Weir Road

0.11

CV2

Roydon Village Hall

Harlow Road, Roydon

0.10

CV3

St Peter’s Church Hall

High Street, Roydon

0.52

Harlow Road, Roydon

0.05

Harlow Road, Roydon

0.14

CV4
CV5

United Reform Church
Hall
Parma Room, (United
Reform Church)

Ownership
Ownership
Disputed
Roydon Parish
Council
Diocese of
Chelmsford
United Reform
Church
United Reform
Church

ST CHRISTOPHER’S HALL (CV1)
9.0 Situated along Dobb’s Weir Road just to the east of its junction with Clyde
Road, this hall was originally built by subscription in 1939. It was then used
as a place of worship until 1964, when it was leased to the local resident’s
association. In 1979 it was reopened for monthly services and a Sunday
school to serve the increasing local population. The hall has also been
used by various groups for meetings and events as well as catering for
various activity classes such as yoga. The site is in need of some fairly
major refurbishment. The short term status of the hall however is uncertain
as an ongoing dispute over the ownership of the site means that it may
very well be closed in the not too distant future.

ROYDON VILLAGE HALL (CV2)
9.1 Found just to the north of the junction between Harlow Road and Grange
Lane, this hall is owned by the Roydon Parish Council and is extremely
well used by the local residents. Activities which take place here include art
classes, fitness classes, yoga sessions and a part time Doctors Surgery.
The hall can also be hired out and is particularly busy over weekends when
it is used for parties and various charity events. The local Parish Council
are keen to point out that this is a very well used facility which is fully
booked on a routine basis. The site is in very good condition therefore
suggesting that it is maintained very well by those who use it.
ST PETER’S CHURCH HALL (CV3)
9.2 Situated along High Street opposite its junction with Duckett’s Mead, this
village hall is attached to St Peter’s Church (CG1. The hall is used not only
by church members but also by other external groups for a variety of
different events including quiz nights, children’s parties, mother and baby
sessions, dancing clubs, singing clubs and needlework clubs. The hall is
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also used in conjunction with the church for church festivals and music
concerts. The hall is frequently used by the Parish Council and other
groups for private and public meetings in addition to being the local polling
station.

UNITED REFORM CHURCH HALL (CV4)
9.3 Located along Harlow Road, directly opposite its junction with Beaumont
Park Drive, this site comprises of a small hall with a small cottage attached
to it. Currently in the ownership of the United Reform Church, this site has
been closed in recent times and has recently been designated as unsafe to
use following a structural survey. Before its closure, the site was used as a
base for the local Brownie and Cubs groups and was also used for
children’s birthday parties. The United Reform Church hope to sell both the
hall and the adjoining cottage in the coming months as the costs of
rebuilding the hall are too great.
PARMA ROOM (UNITED REFROM CHURCH (CV5)
9.4 Adjoined to the United Reform Church (CG2), this suite is predominantly
used by the church itself however it does also welcome some local groups
including the local knitting club, and can also be let out for various events
such as meetings, and coffee mornings. The site is part of an extension,
added to the church within the last 5 years and is therefore still in very
good condition.
ISSUES AND QUESTIONS
•
•

•
•
•

The future of the United Reform Church Hall (CV4) appears uncertain
given that it is shortly to be sold.
The future of St Christopher’s Hall (CV1) is also uncertain as the site is
currently at the centre of an ownership dispute between the local
residents association and the church. It also needs major refurbishment
works.
Despite these potential losses, there appears to still be a good level of
provision of this type of facility within the parish.
The Parish Council are keeping the position of whether there is a need
for further provision of this type of facility under review.
Those remaining facilities in the parish with clear future are all in good
condition and are well maintained by those who use them.
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CHAPTER 10 – MANAGED OPEN SPACE WITH PUBLIC ACCESS
Site
Number
MO1
MO2
MO3
MO4
MO5

Site Name
Land surrounded by
Parkfields
Land to the north west of
Parkfields
The Green
Land to the north of Little
Brook Road
Roydon Community
Orchard

Address

Area
(Hectares)

Parkfields, Roydon

0.13

Parkfields, Roydon

0.12

High Street, Roydon

0.16

Little Brook Road

0.27

Harlow Road, Roydon

0.20

Ownership
Epping Forest
District Council
Epping Forest
District Council
Roydon Parish
Council
Epping Forest
District Council
Roydon Parish
Council

Land Surrounded by Parkfields, Site MO1

LAND SURROUNDED BY PARKFIELDS (MO1)
10.0 Comprising two areas of well maintained grassland, separated from each
other and surrounded by Parkfields, this amenity green space very much
contributes to the overall scene of the local residential area in which it sits. A
single medium sized tree is located to the north of each section of the site and
these very much add to the overall visual amenity. At the time of this Audit a
number of rubber kerbstones had been left on the site, including by the base
of the southern most tree. These will need to be removed as they detract from
the overall appearance of the site. Whilst this site is larger than most amenity
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green spaces found in residential areas, it is nonetheless still surrounded by
roads and this therefore makes it unsuitable for anything more than dog
walking or as a local visual amenity.

Land to the North West of Parkfields, Site MO2
LAND TO THE NORTH WEST OF PARKFIELDS (MO2)
10.1 Found along the eastern verge of Parkfields as it travels north-west towards
Hansells Mead, this is an attractive area of amenity green space which is
clean, tidy and obviously well maintained. To the west of the site, three hard
surfaced areas provide off road car parking for approximately 12 vehicles.
Running across the centre of the site are four large flower beds which when in
season very much contribute to the attractiveness of the local residential area.
To the west, runs a residential pathway which then cuts across the site in two
places dividing it into three separate sections. Given the small size of the site,
it is again unsuitable for any use other than as a visual amenity and perhaps
dog walking. This fact is emphasised by the presence of a sign which decrees
that no ball games are allowed to be played on the site.
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The Green, Site MO3

THE GREEN (MO3)
10.2 Situated to the north of Roydon village, close to the parish and district border
with neighbouring Hertfordshire, this site is an area of amenity green space
which comprises almost entirely of flowering grassland. Along the western
border of the site runs High Street whilst the remaining two sides are bordered
by hard surfaced paths along which residents drive and park their cars. A
large white war memorial can be found to the south of the site as well as a
single black litter bin whilst a further black bin is located to the north. Towards
the eastern perimeter of the site lie a couple of wooden benches whilst close
to the opposite perimeter are the village’s coat of arms. The entire site is
surrounded by a perimeter of low level wooden fencing which provides large
enough gaps between each section to allow access for pedestrians whilst
ensuring that vehicles do not park on the green.
10.3
One small issue with the site regards the signage located to the north
which appears a little worn and is in need of repairing or replacing. Whilst
the signage advocates no dog fouling, there are no dog waste bins located
within or around the site. Overall this is an attractive site which appears to
be well maintained and is clean, tidy and free of any litter or noticeable
vandalism. Whilst the site is of reasonable size, given its location next to a
relatively busy road, it is only suitable for informal recreation and as a local
visual amenity.
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LAND TO THE NORTH OF LITTLE BROOK ROAD (MO4)
10.4 Located to the south west of the junction between Harlow Road and Little
Brook Road, this is an area of amenity green space which is made up of
grassland to the south and west and woodland to the north and east. To the
north the site borders Harlow Road whilst the western and southern
perimeters are defined by Little Brook Road. The eastern perimeter to the site,
beyond its wooded area, adjoins Roydon United Reformed Church (CG2).
The site appears to be well looked after and is clean and litter free. A hard
surfaced footpath runs through it providing access between Little Brook Road
and Harlow Road. This site is suitable only for use as a local visual amenity
given its small size and the fact that it faces roads on three sides.

Land to the north of Little Brook Road, Site MO4

ROYDON COMMUNITY ORCHARD (MO5)
10.5 Situated to the south of Roydon Village Allotment (AT1), this site is a small
rectangular shaped area of grassland which has a number of apple trees
planted within it. The site is largely screened from view by a perimeter of
medium sized trees and shrubs although the northern perimeter of the site
opens directly into the neighbouring allotment. The site appears to be well
maintained and is clean and tidy and shows no sign of any vandalism or litter.
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Roydon Community Orchard, Site MO5
ISSUES AND QUESTIONS
•
•
•
•

The vast number of sites are too small for them to be used for anything
more than as a local visual amenity.
Sites such as The Land to the North West of Parkfields (MO2) are
therefore signed to ensure that they are not used by children for
playing activities such as ball games.
All of the sites are well maintained and were generally clean and tidy at
the time of auditing with the exception of the Land Surrounded by
Parkfields (MO1).
Those sites which are large enough to warrant having litter bins and
seating located on them do so, and these appear to be in good
condition.
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CHAPTER 11- WOODLAND AND SEMI-NATURAL OPEN SPACE WITH
PUBLIC ACCESS
Site
Number

Site Name

Address

Area
(Hectares)

SO1

Nazeing Meads

Meadgate Road, Roydon

91.73

SO2

Hunsdon Mead

On canal path from rail
station, Roydon

36.00

SO3

Roydon Mead

On canal path from rail
station, Roydon

17.63

SO4

Glen Faba

Glen Faba Road

56.66

SO5

Dobbs Weir

Dobb’s Weir Road,

5.02

Ownership
Lee Valley
Regional Park
Hertfordshire,
Middlesex and
Essex Wildlife
Trusts
Hertfordshire,
Middlesex and
Essex Wildlife
Trusts
Lee Valley
Regional Park
Lee Valley
Regional Park

NAZEING MEADS (SO1)
11.0 This site is predominantly located in Nazeing Parish apart from a relatively
small section to the north which enters into the south western corner of
Roydon Parish. Nazeing Meads is made up of three large lagoons, wildflower
meadows and a section of the Regional Park Pathway which runs through it.
The pathway heads from Nazeing Road to Meadgate Road and will be
extended within the next few years to join Clayton Hill from the south and the
River Lee Navigation from the north.
11.1 Popular with visitors for informal recreation, the site connects with a variety of
other areas of the Lee Valley Park and offers a circular route around the lakes
with mowed grass paths suitable for both walking and cycling. The lagoons
themselves are well used by a variety of sailing and fishing clubs. The
southern end of the site was once an airfield and was then turned into gravel
pits. Along with the rest of the site it was subsequently used for landfill. Today,
much of the site is grazed upon by cattle in order to encourage the wildflowers
that now grow there. The three lagoons meanwhile, which were formerly
gravel pits, are open to fishing.
HUNSDON MEAD (SO2)
11.2 Situated to the north east of Roydon Village and accessible via a canal path
from Roydon station, this SSSI designated site is an area of common land
between the River Stort and the Stort Navigation the border between Essex
and Hertfordshire. The site was bought by Hertfordshire, Middlesex and
Essex Wildlife Trusts in 1981 and is today regarded as one of the finest areas
of unimproved grassland in the region. Hunsdon Mead provides a superb
array of flowering plants from April through to July and harbours a number of
rare plants and flying insects. During the winter, the Mead floods, and is then
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used by large numbers of migrating birds. Managed in the same way for an
estimated 600 years (under the Lammas system), grazing is only allowed to
take place on the site between 1st August to 1st March, after which vegetation
is allowed to grow back up again until the following year.

ROYDON MEAD (SO3)
11.3 Situated to the north eastern corner of the parish, south east of Hunsdon
Mead and separated by the Stort navigation, this site is partially designated as
a SSSI and, similarly to Hunsdon Mead is a registered Common. Like
Hunsdon Mead, the site is one of the last remaining areas in the region to still
be managed under the Lammas system of hay making followed by winter
grazing. Together with Hunsdon Mead, the site forms a large area of
unimproved grassland on alluvial soils subject to occasional winter flooding.
The site contains a variety of rare plants and flowers as well as a number of
flying invertebrates which cannot be found anywhere else in the region.
GLEN FABA (SO4)
11.4 Situated to the west of the parish and accessible from Dobbs Weir Road, this
site consists of two man-made lakes which were formed as a result of sand
and gravel extractio. Glen Faba is the largest lake, and was formerly a mature
120 acre gravel pit. The smaller lake, to the north west of this is known as
Stort Pit. Within Glen Faba Lake lie three wooded islands. These were formed
either as a result of a break in the gravel seam with excavation discontinuing
or as the location of reject piles. These were piles of large stone material with
silt and mud that were of no use to the local industry and were left in piles on
the site.
11.5 Today, Glen Faba forms the perfect setting for peaceful walks overlooking the
lakes. Glen Faba Lake is open as a permit only fishery. The site is also an
excellent place to view birds during the winter. A range of birds chose to roost
on the three islands in the lake. Whilst access for persons with disabilities is
possible, it is really dependant on the confidence of each individual and any
help that may be on hand for assistance. Cycle access to the site is possible
using the towpaths. However the managers of Glen Faba Lee Valley Regional
Park currently suggest that the site is not suitable for cycling. The only parking
available is in the Dobb’s Weir Café Car Park or in the Fish and Eel pub, both
of which are limited. A public toilet suitable for those with disabilities however
can be found opposite the car park to the Fish and Eels pub.
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DOBBS WEIR (SO5)
11.6 Situated in the south western corner of the parish, this site is a collection of
highly attractive open green space areas which are situated adjacent to the
River Lee Navigation and are predominantly used for informal recreation.
Dobbs Weir is used for fishing whilst it is also a good place to start and end
walks given its good access into a number of neighbouring sites including
Nazeing Meads/Carthagena, Admirals Walk Lake and Glen Faba which are all
nearby. Boat and barge moorings are available on the River Lee Navigation
near to the café whilst on the weir pool site exists one of the countries oldest
manual weirs. This was formerly used to control water levels in the
Navigation.
11.7The site generally has good access with hard surfaced paths in all areas
except the ‘Island Site’. This area is located near the car park opposite the
Fish and Eel Pub on the opposite bank to the River Lee Navigation. Car
parking meanwhile is fairly restricted with only Dobb’s Weir Café car park
and the Fish and Eels pub again offering any form of car parking. A toilet
block with disabled facilities can be found opposite the car park to the Fish
and Eels pub.

ISSUES AND QUESTIONS
•
•
•
•
•

All of the sites in this category in the parish are managed and maintained
to an excellent level by Lee Valley Regional Park Authority and Essex
Wildlife Trust.
All of the sites are excellent areas of open space ideally suited for
informal recreation. Efforts continue to further improve accessibility and
safety for children.
One issue regarding the use of these sites appears to be the lack of car
parking particularly with regards to Glen Faba (SO4) and Dobbs Weir
(SO5).
These sites all provide good opportunities for visitors to access some of
the district’s most important and attractive areas of open space.
These areas of open space also provide important habitats for local
species of flora and fauna.
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