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Summary 

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by Epping Forest District Council (the 

Council) and Sport England to assist the Inspector during the examination of the Epping Forest 

District Local Plan Submission Version 2011 - 2033 (referred to hereafter as the Local Plan 

Submission Version or LPSV). 

1.0 Background 

1.1 The Council is the Local Planning Authority responsible for the production of the Local Plan 

for Epping Forest District. Sport England is a non-departmental public body that works with 

stakeholders to encourage participation in sport or activity. This SoCG focuses on the 

matters which are relevant to the two parties and is provided without prejudice to other 

matters of detail that the parties may wish to raise during the examination. 

1.2 Sport England and the Council have been working effectively on the preparation of the Local 

Plan evidence base. 

1.3 Sport England raised an objection to the Council’s Draft Local Plan 2016 in a representation 

submitted to the Council during the Regulation 18 consultation period. The objection was on 

the grounds that the evidence base on open space and sports facilities – the Open Space, 

Sport and Recreations Assessment, 2012 – was not an up-to-date and sufficiently robust 

piece of evidence on which to base Local Plan policies and allocations.  

1.4 Following the Regulation 18 consultation, in December 2016 the Council commissioned 4 

Global to produce three separate reports: the Open Space Study, the Built Facilities Strategy 

(BFS) and the Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS). The Open Space Study was published in November 

2017.  The BFS and PPS were completed and signed off by all relevant National Governing 

Bodies, including Sport England, in January 2018.  

1.5 The Regulation 19 Local Plan Submission Version (LPSV) was published and representations 

sought between 18 December 2017 and 29 January 2018.  Sport England submitted a 

representation dated 29 January 2018 ( assigned the Stakeholder ID STAT0016). The main 

comments were: 

i. As the evidence base studies had not yet been formally signed off by the National

Governing Bodies, concern was expressed that the studies did not qualify as robust

evidence to support the Local Plan, and whether the Council had been able to
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adequately address the issues raised in the emerging studies. Sport England requested 

that the implications of the studies should be referenced in the policies as well as the 

approach to sports provision. The approach to developer contributions should be set out 

clearly in the Plan.  

ii. Where appropriate, all strategic residential development sites where on-site sports

facility provision is required should have this written into the policy requirements. For

the Garden Town sites, Sport England advised that EFDC should ensure their approach is

consistent with the approach of East Herts District Council and Harlow District Council.

iii. In relation to the settlement of North Weald Bassett, the LPSV requires a new leisure

centre to be built as part of the North Weald Airfield Masterplan.  The comments

questioned whether there was currently sufficient justification for the requirement of a

new leisure centre in this location.

iv. In relation to the settlement of Epping, the LPSV proposes the allocation of Epping

Sports Centre (EPP.R5) for residential development, the representation requested that

the wording of the site requirements be modified.

v. A modification to Policy DM 9 was suggested to include reference to active and healthy

lifestyles, with the potential to also add reference to some relevant Design Guides.

vi. Concern was raised over the use of Policy DM 6, with Sport England requesting that it be

made clear in the policy that outdoor sports facilities would be assessed against Policy D

4 and not Policy DM 6.

vii. Sport England expressed support for Policy SP 3, Policy SP 4 and the Local Plan’s Vision

and Objectives.

1.7    Discussions have taken place between the parties to review the representations made to the 

Local Plan Submission Version. The agreements reached through these discussions are 

included in this Statement of Common Ground.  

1.8    Sport England has agreed that, subject to the following matters and proposed modifications to 

the LPSV, they consider that the Local Plan is sound and will withdraw their respective 

representations to the LPSV. 

2.0 Areas of Common Ground 

2.1 The following areas of common ground are agreed: 

i. Sport England are satisfied that the Council has a robust and up-to-date evidence base to

use in the implementation of the Local Plan.

ii. The Council will set out a methodology for the calculation of S106 agreements and

developer contributions for sports infrastructure, to guide development management

decisions. This methodology will be based on the recommendations set out in the Playing

Pitch Strategy and Built Facilities Strategy. The approach will be published in the
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Infrastructure Topic Paper alongside the Infrastructure Delivery Plan, which will be a key 

piece of evidence supporting the Local Plan and be published on the Council’s website as 

part of the Local Plan evidence base.  

iii. Sport England note that the Council, in partnership with East Herts District Council and

Harlow District Council are preparing an Infrastructure Plan for the Harlow and Gilston

Garden Town; which will provide a coherent and evidence based approach to the provision

of sports infrastructure on Garden Town sites and will work collaboratively as a participant

in the masterplanning process to bring forward these allocations.

iv. The Council will propose modifications to the Inspector for incorporation in the Local Plan in

line with the modifications set out in Section 3 of this document.

v. The Council will undertake further feasibility work to support the location of a new leisure

centre at North Weald Bassett or an alternative location, as set out in the Built Facilities

Strategy, in order to ensure that the facility would be in an appropriate location to serve

communities that are affected.

vi. Open spaces used for outdoor sports facilities will be assessed using Policy D 4 and not solely

Policy DM 6.

vii. Sport England and the Council will work collaboratively on the masterplanning of strategic

residential allocations across the District in relation to the provision of sports infrastructure.

The Built Facilities Strategy and Playing Pitch Strategy will be used to help inform and justify

sports facility provision in these allocations.

3.0    Proposed Modifications to the LPSV 

LPSV Proposed Modifications agreed by the parties for recommendation to the 
Inspector 

Appendix 6: 
Site 
Requirements; 
Site EPP.R5 
under 
‘Infrastructure’ 

Closure of the existing Epping Sports Centre and the re-development of this site 
should not take place until a suitable replacements sports/leisure facility ‘an 
equivalent or better (in terms of quantity and quality) replacement 
sports/leisure facility in a suitable location’ is delivered and is operational. This 
is to ensure that the public have uninterrupted access to sports/leisure facilities 
in the local area. 

Policy DM 9 
High Quality 
Design; 
Section ‘A.’ 

The Council will require all new development proposals to be design-led and: 
relate positively to their context; 
(i) relate positively to their context;
(ii) make a positive contribution to a place;
(iii) where appropriate, incorporate sustainable design and construction
principles that consider adaptation and mitigation approaches to address
climate change;
(iv) are planned, where appropriate, to minimise vulnerability to climate change
impacts and which will not exacerbate vulnerability in other areas; and
[ADD] ‘(vi) enable/encourage healthy and active lifestyles.’

4.0    Signatures 
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Name Councillor John Philip 

Position Portfolio Holder for Planning and Governance 

Signature 

Organisation Epping Forest District Council 

Date: 25th September 2018 

Name 
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Planning Manager 

Signature 

Organisation Sport England 

Date: 
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