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Why we consulted local people

We have started work on a Core Planning Strategy, which will set out planning 
policies for the area for the next 20 years.

Towards the end of last year, we asked local people to explain what they thought 
was important in the district, and what the priorities should be for the future of the 
area, i.e. their Community Vision.

We sent leaflets to all households, gave out postcards at tube stations, held focus 
groups where issues were discussed, displayed information at local libraries, and 
invited comments via the revamped Core Planning Strategy website: 

Why we are contacting you now

The results of the consultation have been assessed, and reported to Epping Forest 
District Council’s elected Councillors. This leaflet gives an overview of the results. If 
you would like to find out more detail about what local people told us, you can read 
the full report online (see page 27) at:

Please note - the percentages for each response option stated on the reverse of this leaflet are 
slightly different to those stated in the report. This is because this leaflet shows the ‘Other’ response 
options given within the percentage figures, whereas the online report states them separately.

How did local people choose to respond?

Our consultation used leaflets, postcards, a questionnaire 
on the Council’s website, and a survey in an edition of the 
Forester (the Council newsletter).

The pie chart below shows how people chose to respond.

The most popular was the leaflet (90.3%), which was sent 
to households direct.

http://www.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/planningourfuture/coreplanningstrategy.asp

http://rds.eppingforestdc.gov.uk/Published/C00000623/M00006213/$$ADocPackPublic.pdf



What local people told us
Question 1: What do you think the priorities are for the District over the 
next 20 years?
 

The most popular option was ‘Protecting and enhancing green spaces’ which almost a third of 
respondents chose, followed closely by ‘Encouraging the growth of local jobs and businesses’. 
’Providing facilities for the community’ was the third most popular option.
  

‘Providing housing to meet local need’, and ‘Reducing the impacts of climate change’, were seen as less 
important by people who responded to the consultation. A small proportion of people wrote their own 
individual option under the ‘Other’ choice.

Question 2: What planning issues do you think most need to be 
addressed in your local area?
  

Opinion was split on this question. Again the most popular option was ‘Better protection for green spaces’. 
Of the other options available, ‘Reduced traffic congestion’, ‘More local job opportunities’, ‘Right balance 
of shops and restaurants’, and ‘Improved community facilities’ were preferred.
 

The options for ‘Better access to public transport’, ‘More affordable housing’ and ‘Provision of a greater 
variety of housing types’ were chosen less frequently in the response.
 

A small proportion of people gave their own individual suggestions of planning issues which needed to be 
addressed, under the ‘Other’ choice.

Question 3: Where do you think new houses and jobs should be 
located?
We asked local people where they thought new housing and jobs should go in the district. 
The most popular options were ‘Close to public transport links’ and ‘Around or within 
existing towns’.
 
 

Slightly less popular choices were ‘A combination of all the options spread throughout the 
district’, ‘Near the edge of Harlow’, and ‘Close to the motorway network’.
 

The remaining three options were unpopular. A small proportion of people wrote their 
own individual option under the ‘Other’ choice.
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